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Study 11:

Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم
— Obedience to him



• Those who wish to love God are invited to follow the Holy 

Prophet. The Quran says that he must say to people:

 ؕ مۡ 
ُ
وۡبکَ

ُ
ن
ُ
مۡ ذ

ُ
فرِۡ لکَ

ۡ
ہُ وَ یغَ

ّٰ 
الل مُ 

ُ
حۡبِبۡک

ُ
بِعُوۡنیِۡ ی

َ  
ات
َ
ہَ ف

ّٰ 
الل وۡنَ 

ُ حِب 
ُ
مۡ ت

ُ
نۡت

ُ
 ک
ۡ
  اِن

ۡ
ل
ُ
ق

مٌ ﴿
ۡ
حِی

َ وۡرٌ  ر 
ُ
ف
َ
ہُ غ

ّٰ 
الل ﴾۳۱وَ 

“Say: If you love Allah, follow me:

Allah will love you, and grant you protection from your sins.

And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” — 3:31

• They will be purified by acting on his teachings, and thus receive 

the love of God which will protect them from sin.
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• Obedience to the Holy Prophet is a part and parcel of Islam, as 

stated below:
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“O you who believe, obey Allah and obey the Messenger

and those in authority from among you;

then if you quarrel about anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger,

if you believe in Allah and the Last Day.

This is best and more suitable to (achieve) the end.” — 4:59
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• In the first place Muslims must obey God and the Holy Prophet.

• Secondly, they must obey the authorities who are asking for 

obedience to them in the name of God and the Holy Prophet. 

The authorities are implementing the details of the principles 

taught by God and the Holy Prophet.

• The words “if you quarrel about anything” mean that if a dis-

agreement arises with the authorities in regard to their 

interpretation or implementation of these principles, then the 

matter must be settled with reference to the Quran and Hadith.
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• The high ranks that can be attained by those who obey God and 

the Holy Prophet are described in the following verses:

یۡہمِۡ 
َ
ہُ عَل

ّٰ 
الل عَمَ 

ۡ
ن
َ
ذِینَۡ ا

َ  
ال  
َ
 مَع

َ
ئِک

ٰٓ
ول
ُ
ا
َ
 ف
َ
سُوۡل

َ ہَ وَ الر 
ّٰ 
الل طِعِ 

ُ نۡ ی  وَ مَ

نَ ۚ 
ۡ
ی لِحِ
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“And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger,

they are with those upon whom Allah has bestowed favours

from among the prophets and the truthful

and the faithful and the righteous, and a goodly company are they!

Such is the grace from Allah, and Allah is sufficient as Knower.” — 4:69–70
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• Those who obey Allah and the Messenger are here told that they 

are with the perfect ones who belong to the four classes:

➢ the prophets, the truthful, the faithful and the righteous.

• They have not attained to the high qualities of these four classes 

of the perfect ones, yet they are with them, i.e., they will be in 

their company in the life to come.
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• The Holy Prophet was asked about a person who loves a certain 

group of people but is not one of them in terms of their qualities 

and deeds. He replied:

“A person is with those whom he loves.”

(Bukhari, hadith 6169, 6170)

• This means he is counted as, or included among, the people that 

he wanted to be like, but he could not reach their high rank and 

standard.
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• A Companion of the Holy Prophet once said:

“I love the Messenger of Allah and I love Abu Bakr and Umar 

and I hope that Allah will raise me (on the Day of Judgment) 

with them, though I have not done the deeds which they 

did.”

(Bukhari, hadith 3688)
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• Importance of obedience to the Holy Prophet is indicated in this 

verse:
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“Whoever obeys the Messenger, he indeed obeys Allah.

And whoever turns away, We have not sent you as a keeper over them.”

— 4:80

• Here obedience to the Holy Prophet is stated to be obedience to 

God. Whatever the Holy Prophet instructed Muslims to do, he 

did so through a command from God. 
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• Those commands came to him in two ways:

(1) as revelation in specific words, which became a part of the 

Quran, and

(2) as an idea put into his mind.

• For example, the way of saying prayers, their times, the postures 

to be adopted in them, and the words to be said, were taught to 

the Muslims by the Holy Prophet. These ways were revealed to 

him by God, but not in the form of words which could be 

incorporated in the Quran.
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• The Holy Prophet fulfilled his duty by teaching Muslims their 

religion as regards its beliefs and its practice. He fulfilled this duty 

both by his words of preaching and his practical actions which set 

an example for others.

• The duty on Muslims is to obey him in these matters. They will 

only go aright if they obey him, as stated below.
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“Say: Obey Allah and obey the Messenger.

But if you turn away, he is responsible for the duty imposed on him,

and you are responsible for the duty imposed on you.

And if you obey him, you go aright.

And the duty of the Messenger is only to deliver the message clearly.”

— 24:54
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