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Study 28: Jihād — at Madinah



• After the Muslims reached Madinah, a struggle for national 

existence was forced on them, and they had to take up the fight 

by arms in self-defence.

• This struggle was also called, and rightly so, by the name of jihād; 

but even in the Madinah chapters of the Quran this word is used 

in the wider sense of a struggle carried on by words or deeds of 

any kind.

• The following words from a verse may be quoted, which occurs 

twice in the Quran:
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یۡہمِۡ ؕ
َ
 عَل

ۡ
ظ
ُّ
ل
ۡ
نَ وَ اغ

ۡ
فِقِی

ٰ
ن مُّ

ۡ
ارَ وَ ال

َ 
ف
ُّ
 جَاہِدِ الکۡ

ُّ بِی 
ہَا الن َ

ی ُّ
َ
… یٰۤا

“O Prophet, Strive hard (jāhid) against the disbelievers and the hypocrites,

and be firm against them. …” — 9:73, see also 66:9

• Here the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is commanded to carry on a jihād 

against both unbelievers and hypocrites.

• The hypocrites were those who were outwardly Muslims and 

lived among Muslims, and were treated like Muslims in all 

respects. They came to the mosque and prayed with the 

Muslims. They even paid the zakāt.
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• A war against them was unthinkable, and none was ever 

undertaken.

• On the other hand, they sometimes fought alongside the 

Muslims against the unbelievers. Therefore the command to 

carry on a jihād against both unbelievers and hypocrites could 

not mean the waging of war against them.

• It was a jihād to be carried on by means of the Quran, as directly 

stated in verse 25:52 which we quoted at the end of the last 

Study. It was to strive hard to win them over to Islam.

Study 28 4



• In fact, the word jihād is almost always used in the general sense 

of striving hard, and that can include fighting where the context 

so requires. The Quran contains following description in an early 

revelation at Madinah:

ہِ  ۙ
ٰ 
وۡا فیِۡ سَبِیۡلِ الل

ُّ
وۡا وَ جٰہَد اجَرُّ

َ
ذِینَۡ  ہ

َ 
وۡا وَ ال

ُّ
مَن

ٰ
ذِینَۡ ا

َ 
 ال
َ … اِن 

“Surely those who believe and those who fled (their homes)

and strove hard (jāhadū) in Allah’s way …”— 2:218

• These words also occur in two other revelations at Madinah: 8:74 

and 9:20. The second of these is a very late revelation.
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• This “striving in Allah’s way”, mentioned above, applied as much 

to the fighters as to those who carried on the struggle against 

unbelief and evil in other ways.

• In a chapter revealed at Madinah, Muslims are told:

مۡ ؕ 
ُّ
سِک

ُّ
ف
ۡ
ن
َ
مۡ وَ ا

ُّ
مۡوَالکِ

َ
ہِ  باِ

ٰ 
وۡنَ فیِۡ سَبِیۡلِ الل

ُّ
جاَہِد

ُّ
وۡلہِٖ وَ ت ہِ وَ رَسُّ

ٰ 
وۡنَ باِلل

ُّ
مِن

ۡ
ؤ
ُّ
ت

وۡنَ ﴿   مُّ
َ
عۡل
َ
مۡ  ت
ُّ
نۡت

ُّ
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ۡ
مۡ  اِن

ُّ
ک

رٌ  ل َ
ۡ
ی
َ
مۡ  خ

ُّ
لکِ

ٰ
﴾۱۱ذ

“You should believe in Allah and His Messenger,

and strive hard in Allah’s way with your wealth and your lives.

That is better for you, if you but knew!”

— 61:11
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• Three verses later, in verse 14, it is stated how that striving is to 

be done. It is to be done as follows:

 
َ
نَ مَنۡ  ا ٖ

حوََارِی 
ۡ
رۡیمََ للِ

َ
 عِیۡسَی ابنُّۡ  م

َ
ال

َ
مَا ق

َ
ہِ ک
ٰ 
صَارَ الل

ۡ
ن
َ
ا  ا
ۡۤ
وۡ
ُّ
وۡن
ُّ
وۡا ک

ُّ
مَن

ٰ
ذِینَۡ  ا

َ 
ہَا  ال

ی ُّ
َ
 یٰۤا

ۡ
 ن

َ
  اِل
ۡۤ
ہِ ؕ صَارِیۡ

ٰ 
ی الل

ہِ 
ٰ 
صَارُّ الل

ۡ
ن
َ
حۡنُّ  ا

َ
وۡنَ ن

حوََارِی ُّ
ۡ
 ال

َ
ال

َ
 … ق

“O you who believe, be helpers (in the cause) of Allah,

as Jesus, son of Mary, said to the disciples:

Who are my helpers in the cause of Allah?

The disciples said: We are helpers (in the cause) of Allah. …”

— 61:14
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• The striving hard, or jihād, of verse 11 is explained in verse 14 as 

making yourselves helpers in the cause of Allah as the disciples 

of Jesus responded to his call to be helpers in the Divine cause.

• The disciples of Jesus were not asked by him to fight in any battle 

with weapons. They helped the cause of truth by propagating his 

message in the face of persecution and the utmost difficulties. 

Muslims are here told to follow their example.
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• In Hadith too, the word jihād is used not only for fighting (the 

fighting which is limited to self-defence) but for other kinds of 

striving as well. It is reported:

− “A man came to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and asked his permission for 

jihād. He asked: Are your parents alive? The man said, Yes. 

He said: Then do jihād in their way.”

(Bukhari, hadith 3004)

The words “do jihād in their way” can only mean “exert yourself 

in the service of your parents”. This is what everyone takes these 

words to mean.
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• The Holy Prophet’s wife Hazrat Aishah asked him:

− “We consider jihād (of fighting) to be the most excellent of 

all deeds. Should we not then engage in jihād?”

He replied:

− “No, the most excellent jihād is the properly-performed 

Pilgrimage (ḥajj mabrūr).”

(Bukhari, hadith 1520)
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• A man asked the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم:

“Which jihād is the most excellent?” He replied:

− “It is to say a word of truth before an unjust ruler.”

(Nasā’i, hadith 4209)

• Some decades after the death of the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, there was 

some warfare between two factions of Muslims. Abdullah ibn 

Umar, the son of Hazrat Umar, refused to join either side in 

fighting against the other. He was asked by some people:

− “Why have you discarded jihād when you know how much 

Allah has encouraged jihād?”
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• He replied:

− “Islam is based on five things: Belief in God and His 

messenger, five prayers, fasting in Ramadan, giving zakāt, 

and the Pilgrimage to the House of God.”

(Bukhari, hadith 4513, 4514)

• Abdullah ibn Umar thus told them that the jihād of fighting is not 

included in the five pillars of Islam.
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